
Drugs are the most expensive 
benefit in a health care plan

Newer and more expensive drugs aren’t necessarily better than 
existing medications. You can save by ensuring your drug plan 
spending is focused on the drugs that provide the best outcomes  
and the greatest value. Plan sponsors who are using the  
Reformulary are seeing measurable savings on their drug  
plan spending.

Reformulary is different 
Traditional drug plans don’t consider the effectiveness or value  
of eligible drugs. Medications listed in the Reformulary have  
been evaluated by expert doctors and pharmacists who have  
placed the drugs into one of three tiers based on their cost and 
clinical effectiveness at treating chronic medical conditions.  
Each tier is assigned its own co-pay. For example, if tier one  
is reimbursed at 80%, then tier two will be reimbursed at  
50% and tier three at 20%.

Change plan member behaviour 
The Reformulary encourages plan members to become more  
actively involved in their health by offering them a choice.  
Plan members who take preferred (tier one) drugs are offered  
the lowest co-pay in the drug plan. Plan members who take  
non-preferred drugs (tiers two and three) have two options:

1. Continue taking the non-preferred drug, but at a higher  
 co-pay than the preferred drug alternative.

2. Talk to their doctor or pharmacist about taking a preferred  
 (tier one) drug in the Reformulary at the lowest co-pay.

Plan members become more engaged health care consumers 
because they have a choice about how much they pay for their 
medications. Based on the experience of other plan sponsors,  
 

you can expect up to 80% of plan members to move from  
non-preferred to preferred drugs. 

Plan support 
The Reformulary is supported by comprehensive plan member 
communications, including an online tool to help plan members 
choose the best value drug for their particular medical condition.  
It also includes resources to help plan members initiate conversations 
with their doctor or pharmacist about choosing preferred drugs.

The Co-operators has partnered with Reformulary Group to offer our clients an innovative, evidence-based drug plan powered by Reformulary®.  
The Reformulary® is an effective tool to reduce drug plan spending without compromising the quality of your plan or the level of treatment  
your plan members receive.  
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Is your plan providing maximum value for the money you spend?

Drug costs will continue to rise. Contact your  
Group Benefits advisor to find out if the Reformulary  
can work for your organization. 


