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Over the past few years the United Nations Environment Programme Finance Initiative (UNEP 
FI), a partnership between UNEP and the Insurance/Financial industry, has led the development 
of a set of guidelines for embedding sustainability across the insurance industry.  The process 
involved extensive global consultation including seven regional workshops worldwide.   
The Co-operators hosted the North American consultation workshop in June 2011.   
 
The Co-operators is proud to be a founding signatory of the “Principles for Sustainable 
Insurance”, a global framework for insurance companies to better reflect environmental, social 
and governance risks and opportunities in their business strategies and manage these issues in 
their core operations.   
 
The insurance industry’s role in overcoming global economic, social and environmental 
challenges will be crucial to our ability to ensure a healthy future for coming generations. To be 
a part of the solution, insurers must embed sustainability into all aspects of risk management 
and, working in collaboration with all stakeholders, transform the Principles into practice.  These 
principles are a foundation upon which we can build our capacity to support and advance 
sustainable development around the world:  
 
The Principles for Sustainable Insurance 

1. We will embed in our decision-making environmental, social and governance issues 
relevant to our insurance business. 

2. We will work together with our clients and business partners to raise awareness of 
environmental, social and governance issues, manage risk and develop solutions. 

3. We will work together with governments, regulators and other key stakeholders to 
promote widespread action across society on environmental, social and governance 
issues. 

4. We will demonstrate accountability and transparency in regularly disclosing publicly our 
progress in implementing the Principles. 

 
The Co-operators has a formal Sustainability Policy and Strategy to guide our business, and we 
seek to be a catalyst for a sustainable society.  We have embraced the Principles for 
Sustainable Insurance and endeavour to influence fellow insurers, reinsurers, and industry 
associations to join us.   As a trusted business partner of ours we encourage you to become a 
signatory.  For those of you who are already signatories, we congratulate you on taking this 
important step. 
 
There is little doubt the health of our industry is dependent on the health of our planet and its 
inhabitants.  As Insurance/Financial Industry leaders we must make real, significant, and 
immediate contributions to the solutions that are needed.  
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